
PAID FULL-DAY TRAINING OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF

INTEGRATING CORE CONTENT AND CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE PRACTICES

Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church
11427 Fair Oaks Blvd, Fair Oaks, CA 95628

January 7, 2019
 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

More information: (916) 971-7364

AGENDA 

 8 a.m. - 10 a.m. - Keynotes (Choose 1) 
10:15 a.m. - Noon - Equity Breakout Sessions (Choose 1)

Noon - 1 p.m. - Box Lunch Provided 
1:15 p.m. - 3 p.m. - Instructional Strategy Sessions (Choose 1) 

Participants arriving late or leaving early need to stop by the information desk for payroll purposes.



8:30 a.m - 10 a.m. - Keynote Speakers (Choose 1) 

Impact of Adversity and Trauma on Student Health and Learning by Dr. Flojaune Cofer 
SRN: 19404302034
In this keynote, participants will learn about the impact of childhood trauma on brain development and the behavior of our students. This information will 
give participants a different way to look at and react to the behaviors we see in our schools every day.

Essential Mindsets to Teach for Equity and EL Excellence by Tonya Ward Singer
SRN: 19404302035
In this keynote presentation, participants will identify the three most essential mindsets to teach for equity, why they matter and how you can overcome 
the most common sticking points to transform your impact in culturally and linguistically diverse schools. Be a catalyst for powerful shifts in your school 
culture to create new possibilities for every student.

Tragedy of Nonness by Dr. Nancy Dome 
SRN: 19404302036 
In this keynote, participants will discuss the forms of exclusionary language and messages that are prevalent in educational settings and in the larger 
culture, analyze how this is a detriment to positive school climate for students and staff, and discuss appropriate personal and professional responses to its 
use.

10:15 a.m. - noon - Equity Session (Choose 1) 

Addressing Childhood Trauma in School by Dr. Flojaune Cofer 
SRN: 19404302037
This breakout session will build on the background shared in the keynote to explore ways to transform classrooms into healing spaces that promote resil-
ience and foster safety.

Compassionate Dialogue by Dr. Nancy Dome
SRN: 19404302038
Participants will learn and practice the Recognize, Interrupt, and Repair (RIR) protocol and begin to build capacity to have difficult conver-
sations on topics that will allow each participant to freely express their viewpoints and be heard. Thus promoting a healthy work climate 
where individuals are free to be themselves and honestly share about the impact of interactions that would normally divide them.

H.O.T. Conversations - Advancing Language and Thinking via Student Talk by Tonya Ward Singer 
SRN: 19404302039  
Participants will learn how to engage all students, including EL, in dynamic conversations that build academic language and higher-order thinking about 
core content concepts and texts. Learn effective tasks, structures, and scaffolds to increase student engagement and deepen student learning through 
peer conversations.

Excellence Through Equity by Kelly Cole 
SRN: 19404302040
Participants will learn how to create their own equity teams and identify specific focus areas using the Recognize, Interrupt, and Repair (RIR) protocol, 
equity lens questions, and the foundations of culturally relevant practices, critical race theory, and implicit bias awareness.

How Implicit Bias Blocks Meaningful Relationships With Our Students by Carlos Da Silva 
SRN: 19404302041
Participants will address the impact of implicit bias and how it can drive the performance of our students. We will explore how our biases affect dispropor-
tionality in discipline and views on special education and other marginalized groups. Learn how to use the Recognize, Interrupt, and Repair (RIR) protocol 
to support a deeper understanding of the impact that bias has on our relationships with one another. 

Can You Hear Us? Children’s Literature as the Gateway to Discussion & Action for Empathy, Equity, & Social Justice by Lester Laminack
SRN: 19404302042
Participants will explore diverse children’s literature as a gateway for conversation, developing empathy, and moving toward advocacy. Reading can validate 
our identity and expose us to new ideas and ways of being. Readers leave a story feeling affirmed when we connect with characters and experiences like 
our own.



Building Leadership in 3D by Adrian Ruiz and Heidi Elneil 
SRN: 19404302043
In this workshop, Heidi Elneil and Adrian Ruiz, LEGO Serious Play certified facilitators, will demonstrate how to use creativity and kinesthetic learning to 
engage 100 percent of student voice. This workshop will focus on building the foundation of youth leadership in a way that is safe, fun, and engaging for all 
young people and teachers, too. Participants will gain a deeper understanding of authentic youth voice and choice as critical to the development of young 
people as resources.

Restorative Practices by Sean Bollinger 
SRN: 19404302044
This interactive session will provide an overview of Restorative Practices as well as concrete examples of how to conduct classroom circles to build commu-
nity, support academic goals, and increase engagement and student accountability.

Exploring Multiple Perspectives Through Inquiry in History-Social Science by Arlynn Goode and Jenny Rikkers
SRN: 19404302045
Students succeed when they see themselves represented in what they are learning. This starts with a teacher’s awareness of the importance of multiple 
perspectives. This session models an inquiry-based approach to inviting students to explore multiple perspectives and then offers teachers the opportunity 
to identify primary sources and develop their own inquiry questions.

Speaking Out: Technology Tools that Help Students Say What They Know by Nicole Naditz 
SRN: 19404302046
In this session, we will focus on technology tools that help you capture student voices with regard to content knowledge. For some students, this may help 
them demonstrate knowledge and share their ideas in ways that weren’t available to them before. These tools are free or have a free version and work on 
phones, tablets, computers, and Chrome books. *Please bring a charged laptop or Chromebook in order to participate in this hands-on session.

LGBTQ Education and Inclusive Practices by Lori Vine 
SRN: 19404302047
Participants will receive information on and engage in discussion around LGBTQ terminology, legal matters, gender supports and inclusive next steps for 
the classroom. This session will offer participants strategies for building safe spaces and relationships with students and colleagues.

Teacher and Student Wellness in the Compassionate Classroom by Jennifer Wolfe 
SRN: 19404302048
In this session, we will explore how to bring joy back into teaching for yourself and your students. Change how you respond to stress and negative self-talk 
while learning how to take better care of yourself. By bringing these skills directly to your classroom, you will change your classroom culture to one of 
engagement, emotional intelligence, and emotional safety. The Compassionate Classroom begins with you!

1:15 p.m. - 3 p.m. - Instructional Strategy Session (Choose 1) 

Strategic Scaffolds to Challenge Without Watering Down by Tonya Ward Singer 
SRN: 19404302049
Participants will identify scaffolds that support high-level teaching for EL and all students without watering down expectations. Analyze videos and engage 
in demonstrations to reflect critically on the distinction between when scaffolds accelerate learning for equity and when they hold students back. Learn 
how to choose and lose scaffolds strategically so that you build on students’ strengths while fostering increased academic success, student risk-taking, and 
self-directed learning.

The Neuroscience of Mindfulness by Dr. Phe Bach and Michelle Benedict 
SRN: 19404302050 
Mindfulness is a neuro-restorative brain fitness designed to improve executive function. Mindfulness transforms lives, rewires the brain, provides a relief 
from physical and emotional pain, and enhances learning. Mindful practices in the classroom make for a more respectful, tolerant, and peaceful learning 
environment that can enhance teaching and learning for all students, including those who might be struggling with conflict, trauma, or depression.

Changing the Dominant Narrative in Education by Kelly Cole 
SRN: 19404302051
Participants will learn how to recognize, name, and address how the norms, values, and history of white dominant culture becomes explicitly and implicitly 
centralized in our education system contributing to experiences of inequity, exclusion, and disproportionality for students of color while perpetuating racial 
and cultural illiteracy for white students.

Introduction to Culturally Relevant Pedagogy by Carlos Da Silva 
SRN: 19404302052 
Our training will use Culturally Relevant Pedagogy (CRP) as a foundation when building and establishing lesson plans. This course will help design engaging 
and relevant instruction while taking into consideration: student population, the communities they live in, and the impact of their experiences. We will 
explore the tenets of CRP in a comprehensible and meaningful way as we move from theory to practice.



Integrating Literacy into the Next Generation Science Standards by Paula Baucom and Anna Grace 
SRN: 19404302053
Science is full of discovery, excitement, and mystery, making it the perfect vehicle to ignite student interest while gaining literacy skills. Using collabora-
tive conversation and literacy strategies in a deliberate manner, students will not only understand more science, they will become better readers, writers, 
and thinkers. Participants in this workshop will experience an engaging Next Generation Science Standards phenomenon-based lesson sequence while 
learning techniques for including all students in sense-making and sharing their ideas through productive dialogue, purposeful reading, and meaningful 
writing.

Self-Care: Fresh Skills for Mental, Physical, and Emotional Role Modeling by Melody Vahl 
SRN: 19404302054
Participants will learn skills and techniques for self-care. This workshop is designed to propel you into the best version of yourself as a role model for your 
students.

How to Get the Writing You Want Out of Your Students by Megan James and Julie Sagara 
SRN: 19404302055
Do you ever wonder why you don’t get the writing you want out of your students? In this session you will learn how to help students analyze the features 
of specific text types and use that information to construct a cohesive text.

Infusing Technology into Teaching Mathematics by Jennifer Benoit, Jenifer Cox, and John Friedrich 
SRN: 19404302056
Digital tools allow us to shift how students interact with math. Participants will learn to use tools including Google Suite, Google Classroom, and Desmos 
to help students communicate their ideas, collaborate, and demonstrate critical and creative thinking. *Please bring a charged laptop or Chromebook in 
order to participate in this hands-on session.

Theatre Games for Language Development by Nicole Schallig 
SRN: 19404302057
Participants will learn how to play and teach theatre games specifically targeted to improve language development and comprehension. These games are 
intended to be integrated into core curriculum and used as a means of formative assessment throughout the year.

Reflective Change for Growth by Renee Nicholson, Cindy Noyes and Molly Silva  
SRN: 19404302058
Teachers will examine and actively participate in protocols that promote growth and build on their existing knowledge for increasing their reflective 
practice. Participants will leave with protocols to immediately use in their practice. Principals and Leadership Teams: These protocols can be taken back 
to your site and implemented with your entire staff. The protocols allow grade level teams or entire staffs to reflect on their own practice and learn from 
one another.

Fun With Foundations: Building Fine Motor and Regulation Skills for Success by Cheryl Domino and Cary Baumgartner 
SRN: 19404302059
Participants will engage in Brain Gym activities, practice with hands on fine motor manipulatives, and experience sensory tools. We will include ideas for 
inexpensive, readily available, and everyday items. We will provide opportunity for discussion by giving participants a chance to problem-solve current 
classroom challenges following presentation of strategies.

Maximizing Collaboration Thursdays by Melanie Allen and Sue Walden 
SRN: 19404302060 
During this session, we will explore research-based practices and structures that support collaborative work with colleagues. Creating goals, using the 
Cycle of Inquiry, and utilizing the correct data improves student achievement. After identifying their current level of collaboration, participants should be 
able to take their collaboration to the next level immediately following this workshop.

Positive Classroom Management by Sarah Brown and Lori Zoller
SRN: 19404302061
We will examine four common motivations behind behaviors and how teachers should respond to each. As Dr. Bruce Perry said, “Positive feedback loops 
rely upon the sometimes counter-intuitive response of first figuring out what drives misbehavior, then dealing with it, rather than acting first.”

When Books Become Best Friends: One Book/Many Visits by Lester Laminack
SRN: 19404302062
Explore the potential of revisiting a small collection of carefully selected books through focused read aloud experiences across time. Imagine slowing 
down to explore a small set of books in layers, one layer at a time with a clear focus for each read aloud experience. You will learn how your students can 
transfer what they know about reading structures and strategies into practices that will hone their writing skills and help them become more focused 
writers.


